CHAPTER   XVI
LAST DAYS AT TOURS AND BORDEAUX
TO come from the quiet villages of the lovely
country-side into the crowded confusion of Tours-
was like entering the gateway with the inscription:
"Abandon hope all ye who enter here/' Senators,
Deputies, politicians and Higher Military Staff had
all abandoned hope, judging by the conversations
that were heard. The censorship was suddenly lifted
during those days in the middle of June, and for once
we found it possible to describe the situation as we saw
it. I sent a story suggesting that France was threatened
with a defeat similar to that of 1870; the next morning
Harold King sent an even more depressing story to
Reuter, and no word was cut out in either. When
these despatches reached London the censors were so
surprised that they held them up for a considerable
time, while they found out from higher authorities
whether it was really true that France was in such a
bad way ! Major Vautrin, an active soldier and a
believer in Reynaud's policy, summoned the Press
on June 13* What he had to say was intended as a
pendant to Reynaud's appeal to the United States, which
had been published that morning. Vautrin gave us a
plain, unvarnished story of the situation on the Seine
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